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Introducing people to the life transforming Jesus! 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

In the EPC, we believe that a church cannot be spiritually healthy without spiritually healthy leaders.  Such 

spiritual health can only be born of “an intimate relationship with God which results in Christ-like character 

and a clear sense of God’s calling for leaders’ lives.” (Leadership Training Guide, p. 177)  As Christians we are 

all are given spiritual gifts to be used for building the body of Christ.  However, some of us have been uniquely 

gifted by God for fulfilling a calling to the office of Ruling Elder. “Our task is not to select the best people we 

have, but rather to elect only those who fit God’s description given to us in Scripture.” (Leadership Training 

Guide, p. 169) 

What Does the EPC Book of Government Say about Qualifications for Church Office?  

§10-4 The Office of Ruling Elder:  In the Old Testament, the office of Elder was established for the oversight of 

the Church.  In the New Testament, this office is continued.  Chosen by the people of a particular 

congregation, these Ruling Elders are to watch over the spiritual welfare of that congregation.  When 

appointed to participate in Presbytery or General Assembly, they shall watch over the spiritual welfare and 

participate diligently in the working of that portion of the Church to which they are commissioned.  The Ruling 

Elder shares authority with the Teaching Elder in all of the courts of the Church, in both rights and duties.  As a 

representative of the people, it is the first duty of the Ruling Elder to represent the mind of Christ, as that 

person understands it.  

§10-5 The life of the Ruling Elder: According to Scripture, those who bear this office should exhibit certain 

characteristics of life.  This includes being blameless in life, sound in the faith, wise in the things of God, and 

discreet in all things.  Persons who fill this office should exhibit a lifestyle that is an example to all, both in and 

outside the Church.  A congregation preparing to elect persons to this holy office should carefully study 

appropriate passages of Scripture and be very prayerful in selecting persons to this office. 

§10-6 The Ruling Elder and the Power of the Order: While the power to rule is a joint power exercised in 

church courts in regular gradation, each Ruling Elder also exercises the power of order.  This is the power that 

belongs to the Elder by right of ordination. Thus, 

A. A Ruling Elder should study and learn the Word and become equipped to teach that Word, even 

supplying a regular ministry of the Word where none is available.  The Ruling Elder should become 

adept at leading worship and at leading in prayer. 



B. As an Undershepherd, that person should visit the sick, the bereaved, the lonely, the aged, the shut-in, 

and all those who have a pastoral need.  In cases where there is a special need, the Ruling Elder shall be 

careful to inform the Pastor. 

C. It is especially incumbent upon the Ruling Elder to see to the development of the children of the 

congregation, to inquire after the inactive members, to encourage new members in spiritual 

development, and to otherwise show care for those whom they serve. 

D. A Ruling Elder should be diligent to watch for moral failures and seek to warn, to admonish, and 

otherwise to reclaim those who stray.  In special cases, where it is deemed necessary, such failures 

should be brought to the attention of the Church Session for appropriate action of discipline. 

What Does Scripture Say about Qualifications or Attributes of the Officer? (Ezra 7:9b-10; Acts 6:3-5; I Tim. 

3:1-13; II Tim. 2:24,25; Titus 1:6-9; I Peter 5:1-4;) 

1. General Principles 

 Attributes of an officer should already be present--candidate must examine himself/herself. 

 Focus should not be on personality but character--the fruit of godliness 

 Candidate must commit to pursuit of Christ-like character and attributes required of an officer. 

 Candidate must be an example. 

2. Godliness (I Tim. 3:1-7) 

 Temperate, self-controlled, upright, holy, disciplined (Titus 1:7,8) 

 Sincere (I Tim. 3:8) 

 Not pursuing dishonest gain (I Tim. 3:8, Titus 1:7), not a lover of money (I Tim. 3:3) 

 An example to the flock (I Peter5:3) 

 Full of the Holy Spirit (Acts 6: 3,5) 

3.  Desire to serve (I Tim. 3:1; I Peter 5:2) 

4.  Love for Others--hospitable, gentle, patient, not quarrelsome (I Tim. 3:2,3; Titus 1:7,8) 

5.  Good Reputation 

 Above reproach--not perfection, but rather the direction of one’s life (I Tim. 3:2) 

 With Good Reputation among outsiders (I Tim. 3:7) 

 

The Session of Christ Alone Church asks you to join us in prayerfully considering who God is raising up as 

leaders among us.    



After studying the appropriate passages of Scripture and prayerfully considering the qualifications for the 

office of Ruling Elder, I wish to submit the following name for consideration for the office of Ruling Elder.  

________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please indicate which characteristics this person exhibits that demonstrate leadership qualities by checking all 

that apply: 

(Note: List excerpted from Leadership Training Guide, pp. 170-171) 

___   Has no known sin in which he/she is repetitively and unrepentantly engaged 

___   Is prepared to share his/her testimony of faith in Christ with others 

___   Regularly reads and studies the Bible 

___   Submits to the Scriptures in belief and lifestyle 

___   Thinks carefully and theologically 

___   Committed to distinctives of Evangelical and Reformed faith 

___   Can work well with others under a common structure for a common goal 

___   Thinks independently and also works well with others for a common goal 

___   Motivated by the love of God 

___   Courageously stands for God regardless of cost to self 

___   Seeks to lead unchurched people to Christ and to his church 

___   Sets an example that others should follow 

___   Has committed to CAC by becoming a member 

___   Has no known unreconciled relationship in local church body 

___   Faithfully attends worship 

___   Actively participates in the life of the congregation 

___   Faithfully tithes 

___   Regularly encourages others to grow in their faith 

___  Other_____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 


